Street Dogs Biography

What happened to punk rock?  What happened to angst filled messages, pleas for hope and a better way?  What happened to bands with balls that still had the musical acumen to put their anthems to melody?  Is the music world really happy with the current state of affairs and the bands that are "leading the way"?

Enough of the recent past; it's time to look to the future. Serious punk fans need not worry about who "dropped the flag".  What matters now is that the Street Dogs have picked it up and have no intention of letting go.  Here's their story….

Lead by front man Mike McColgan, who's stage presence screams of a man on a mission, the Street Dogs are a four-piece punk rock band from Boston, Massachusetts with a mutual love and respect for real music. Formed in 2002, the band’s goal was to take punk and rock influences that they had grown up with, mix melody, power, and a real, honest portrayal of the world, and put it to music that had an infectious appeal that could be appreciated by the masses.   Mission accomplished.

The Street Dogs music is as a combination of blistering rock songs and melodic, infectious punk rock. Their debut album, "Savin Hill", is made up of 15 powerful, jump-out-of your-seat, sing-along anthems. Its aural experience is both explosive and infectious. Simply put, the Street Dogs are proof-positive that it is still possible to have catchy, melodic, anthemic songs set to a real life, angst-driven lyrical backdrop. 

The Street Dogs also have an interesting story, an impressive pedigree, and a whole lot of attitude.  They are also out to prove that lightning can strike twice….

The band's story is both compelling and unique. When you dig into the persona of the Street Dogs you’ll find four guys tired of the cookie cutter, bubble gum, TRL excuse for punk rock that has taken over the genre. In 1999, Mike McColgan shocked the musical community by leaving the groundbreaking and highly successful Dropkick Murphy's to pursue a lifelong dream of serving his community as a Boston firefighter. "Do or Die", McColgan’s last record with the Dropkick's, today has become a punk rock classic. As a full time fireman in Boston, and living in the blue-collar, Irish catholic neighborhood of Dorchester, Mike never lost his love for music and never ceased writing music.  In 2002, not able to shake the punk rock bug, Mike made the decision to again pursue his musical passion by forming the Street Dogs.  Looking first in his own backyard, Mike recruited well-known Boston bassist Johnny Rioux, who had played with The Bruisers and most recently Epitaph/Hellcat band Roger Miret and The Disasters.  The other half of the rhythm section is a Boston legend, drummer Joe Sirois, who for years provided the big sticks for The Mighty Mighty Bosstones.  The new kid on stage is Marcus Hollar, a 22 year old ripping guitarist from Dallas, Texas who packed his bags to move to Boston just to get a shot at auditioning for the Street Dogs.  His performance floored the other three members so much that they offered him the gig on the spot and found him a place to live in the process.  The line-up now complete, the band locked themselves in their rehearsal studio and hammered out the band's new cd, "Back to the World", to be released by LA punk inde Side One Dummy Records.

The Street Dogs new cd hits the streets August 28th.  To set up the release, the band will tour Europe for 5 weeks in June and July, and then come home to the States to support punk legends Stiff Little Fingers throughout the month of August.  In September they begin a six week tour as main support for Flogging Molly, then had back to Europe in support of Flogging Molly in November.  It's going to be a busy and exciting second half of 2004 for the Street Dogs.  

Take some advice and be forever thankful: experience the Street Dogs.  Listen to their music.  Get to a show.  Meaningful punk rock is back.

